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Vets



This booklet is for students considering applying to Reigate College who are 
interested in a Career in Veterinary Science, and their parents. It is also a useful 
source of information for students embarking on A Levels in appropriate subjects 
who are in the early stages of considering whether Veterinary Science might be 
for them.
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What qualities does a vet need?

If you are considering a career as a vet you need to make sure you 
have the appropriate skills and understand the professional standards         
associated with the profession. Some of these are outlined below:

Knowledge, skills and performance

•  Make the care of your patient your first concern

•  Provide a good standard of practice and care

•  Keep your professional knowledge and skills up to date

•  Recognise and work within the limits of your competence

Safety and quality

•  All veterinary surgeons have an obligation to deal with emergencies in any  
     species at any time

•  Protect and promote the health of animals

Personal qualities of a good vet

•  Confidence

•  Authority

•  Composure

•  Nerve

•  Empathy for both patient and client

•  Versatility

•  Focus

•  Organisation

•  Resilience

•  Well informed

•  Knowing own limitations  

•  Good judgement

•  Thick skin!

Maintaining trust

•  Be honest and open and act with integrity

•  Never discriminate unfairly against patients or colleagues

•  Never abuse your patients’ trust in you or the public’s trust in the profession



How do I decide whether Veterinary Science is the 
right career path for me?

Becoming a vet is an incredibly popular career choice but the competition for university 
places is strong. You must have a real commitment to the subject to make your 
application stand out from the crowd. Training usually takes 5-6 years and involves both 
theoretical and practical aspects. Working in the veterinary profession is highly 
demanding but also very rewarding. Anyone contemplating a career in veterinary 
practice should remember that it is a 24-hour service, 365 days a year.

1   Do your research
There are many useful sources of information online: 

https://www.classcentral.com/course/edivet-1675

www.rcvs.org.uk

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-environment-food-ru-

ral-affairs

www.theguardian.com/science/veterinary-medicine

http://www.edvet.co.uk/

https://www.bva.co.uk/

https://www.ucas.com/explore/subjects/veterinary-science

Read about the latest advances in veterinary medicine/medical news/ 
ethical issues

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-                   
environment-food-rural-affairs

www.bbc.co.uk/news/science_and_environment

https://www.sciencedaily.com/news/plants_animals/veterinary_medicine/

https://www.classcentral.com/course/edivet-1675


2   Speak to Healthcare Professionals

Don’t be shy! Contact your local vet and ask if you can speak to the practice 
Manager or nurse about a career as a vet.

Ask family, friends and acquaintances if they know anyone who works with 
animals in any capacity who would be happy to talk to you.   

Think about what you would ask them:

• University 

• Ethical issues

• Working environment

• Workload

3   Arrange Work Experience

The importance of a variety of work experience cannot be stressed enough, 
although the emphasis will be on quality over quantity.  All vet schools require 
applicants to show evidence of their interest by gaining a number of weeks’ 
relevant experience in a veterinary practice and working with and handling 
animals including livestock. 

Experience at a veterinary practice is a condition for entry to nearly all 
undergraduate courses. Working with sick animals is very different to 
healthy ones.  How will you know you are suited to this environment? 



In addition to work experience, working weekends or holidays at:

•  Stables

•  Kennels/catteries

•  Farm

•  Animal rescue

•  Abattoir

•  Research lab

•  Pet shop 

will show your commitment and give you a wider perspective into working 
with different animals.  Working with animals can be messy and you need to 
ascertain whether this is the right path for you.   

However, practical experience is not a substitute for academic qualifications.

All students are encouraged to be pro-active and look for their own           
placements. Reigate College has a dedicated Work Experience Coordinator 
who has connections with local businesses and can advise you about              
organising your work experience placements; however you are encouraged to 
use any contacts you may have. 



Volunteering opportunities

Volunteering Website    
https://do-it.org/

Royal Voluntary Service 
https://www.royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk/

Keep a diary of ALL experiences that would be relevant 
to your application to vet school

A   Action (what you did/saw)
B 	 Benefit (what you gained/learnt from the experience)
C Course Relevance (relate it back to the course requirements)

Remember - be realistic

You need excellent qualifications and good practical experience to become a vet. It’s 
not all about bandaging puppies’ paws! You will at some point have to get dirty and 
deal with livestock and be prepared for a lot of hard work and for some unpleasant and 
sad stuff too. You will also need to have good business sense and diplomatic customer        
relation skills.
 



What	qualifications	do	I	need	to	become	a	vet?

All courses leading to a Veterinary Science degree have to comply with 
the requirements of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons RCVS.  

Once you have graduated you must complete a year’s Professional                
Development Phase (PDP) where you will be expected to develop your skills.  
After that you will have a professional obligation to keep your skills up to date 
by attending training courses, lectures and networking.

UK universities offering Veterinary Science degrees: 

Bristol  
www.bristol.ac.uk

Cambridge  
http://www.vet.cam.ac.uk/

Edinburgh  
http://www.ed.ac.uk/vet

Glasgow 
http://www.gla.ac.uk/schools/vet/

Harper Adams (Shropshire) 
https://www.harper-adams.ac.uk/

Keele  
https://www.harperkeelevetschool.ac.uk/

Liverpool 
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/veterinary-science/

London 
http://www.rvc.ac.uk/

Nottingham  
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/vet/

Surrey 
http://www.surrey.ac.uk/school-veterinary-medicine

 



1  Aspire University Pathway 

The Aspire University Pathway has been designed to provide high-achieving students 
with targeted advice, support and guidance to enable them to make successful      
applications to the most competitive courses at the most prestigious universities. As 
an aspiring vet on the Aspire Pathway you will have the opportunity to explore the 
range of degree courses available. You will also complete the wider reading and 
research needed in order to be able to demonstrate a genuine interest in Veterinary 
Science, which is essential for a successful application.

2  The Medicine, Veterinary Science and Dentistry (MVD) Society

Run by our MVD co-ordinator, the MVD society meets weekly and offers a range of 
support to students applying for MVD courses, including:

•  Talks by an extremely wide range of visiting medical professionals

•  An ‘Operating Theatre Live’ event

•  Help choosing the right Vet schools for you to apply for

•  Advice on personal statement writing

•  Help preparing for admissions tests and interviews

Chemistry A Level is considered essential by all UK universities.The most       
common combination of subjects for a Veterinary Science degree is A Levels 
in Chemistry, Biology and Maths. However Chemistry and Biology with either 
Physics or a non-science based academic subject is also considered a valuable 
combination by many universities. We advise you to check university websites 
before making your final A Level choices. 

It would be a good idea to supplement your programme of study with one of 
the additional courses we offer, which typically include a Level 2 qualification 
in Latin, an Extended Project Qualification or an AS in Further Maths.

What subjects should I study at College if I want to 
study Veterinary Science at university?

What support does Reigate College offer to aspiring 
Vets?



3		Support	finding	work	experience

The College has extensive links with employers and organisations offering work 
experience to students who attend our MVD society, such as vet surgeries and farms 
offering placements for selected Veterinary Science applicants. 

4  Additional forms of support 

Additional	Qualifications

Students will have the opportunity to study extra qualifications where appropriate,  
including the EPQ (Extended Project Qualification), Level 2 Latin or AS Further Maths.

Oxbridge Support

The College runs a comprehensive programme of support for those thinking of 
making an Oxbridge application. Students are given a specialist subject mentor and 
are encouraged to attend a range of conferences run by Oxbridge academics. 

Specific	Enrichment	Activities

For subjects such as Medicine and Law, the College offers supported discussion 
groups (e.g. MVD Society and Law Society) through the College’s wider Activities 
Programme.

General Enrichment Activities

The Activities Programme also incorporates more general activities (such as Debating 
and Duke of Edinburgh’s Gold Award) that are designed to equip students with the 
skills and knowledge to help them stand out from the crowd. 



Animal Welfare Foundation 
www.bva-awf.org.uk

Blue Cross  
www.bluecross.org.uk

British Equine Veterinary Association 
https://www.beva.org.uk/

British Veterinary Association 
https://www.bva.co.uk/about-us/our-structure/animal-welfare-foundation/

Department for the Environment DEFRA 
www.defra.gov.uk

People’s Dispensary for Sick Animals 
www.pdsa.org.uk

RSPCA 
https://www.rspca.org.uk/

Useful contacts

https://www.animalwelfarefoundation.org.uk/


Castlefield Road, Reigate, Surrey, RH2 0SD
Tel 01737 221118  enquiries@reigate.ac.uk  www.reigate.ac.uk


