
 University Taster Sessions and Summer Schools.   
Students are directed towards relevant taster courses and 
summer schools designed to help support their university 
applications. 

 External Trips and Visits.   In addition to the Taster Sessions 
and Summer Schools above, the College also organises both 
general visits to universities and specialist conferences, 
designed to further support students’ applications. 

 Guest Speakers.   External talks and workshops are planned 
throughout the year as part of the College’s ‘Guest Speaker 
Programme’. These involve a range of experts including 
alumni members and university academics and professionals 
from specific industries.

How to get onto the Aspire Programme
Students’ eligibility for the Aspire University Programme is based on 
their prior achievement at GCSE. Students will be invited onto the 
Pathway as part of the College’s enrolment process.
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Aspire University Pathway
The Aspire University Pathway has been designed to provide high-achieving 
students with targeted advice, support and guidance to enable them to 
make successful applications to the most competitive courses at the most 
prestigious universities. 

The on-going, focused support the College offers, results in students 
gaining places at the UK’s Russell Group Universities including Oxford  
and Cambridge and on the most competitive courses, such as Medicine 
and Law. 

At the heart of the Aspire Pathway is a weekly seminar. Each small seminar 
group is led by a dedicated tutor whose role is to guide students through 
the programme and provide personalised advice to support each student’s 
individual requirements.

Aspire Seminars
Aspire Seminars follow a structured programme designed to guide students 
in their progress throughout the year. Topics covered include:

 Deciding what to study and at which university 

 Developing extra-curricular subject knowledge

 Understanding the university admissions process, including the 
importance of UCAS personal statements

 Securing places on the most competitive courses and assisting 
with interview practice

Additional forms of support
To complement Aspire Seminars a number of additional forms of support 
are offered to students to enable them, regardless of background, to 
succeed in the most demanding of environments.

 Additional Qualifications.  Students will have the opportunity 
to study extra qualifications, including the EPQ (Extended Project 
Qualification) which is highly regarded by universities.

 Oxbridge Support.  The College runs a comprehensive 
programme of support for those thinking of making an Oxbridge 
application. Students are given a specialist subject mentor and are 
encouraged to attend a range of conferences run by Oxbridge 
academics.

 Specific Enrichment Activities.  For subjects such as Medicine 
and Law, the College offers supported discussion groups (e.g. 
Medicine Society and Law Society) through the College’s wider 
Activities Programme. 

 General Enrichment Activities.  The Activities Programme also 
incorporates more general activities (such as Debating and Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Gold Award) that are designed to equip students with 
the skills and knowledge to help them stand out from the crowd. 

 Work Experience.  The College has extensive links with employers 
and organisations offering work experience, for example, hospitals 
offering placements for selected medical applicants.

2021 MVD students with offers, pictured from left to right: Livvy Walker, Amy Beattie, 
Freya Forrest, Fahmina Khan, AmySanders, Hannah Craig, Niamh Chavasse,  
Sharon Pepple, Gregor Fowler. Not pictured Callum Pearse.

2021 students with Oxbridge offers, pictured from left to right: Etienne Baker, Jonas 
Nohrurfft, Gregor Fowler, Riana Islam, Shania McNally, Olivia Hickman, Edward 
Mehegan-Potter, Jason Russell and Candice Holloway. Not pictured Conal Lowe.


